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EDITORIALS 
When Does Wrong 
Become Right? 


This pertinent question is prompted by a state- 
ment just before the meeting of the 1942 As- 
sembly by a contributing editor of a religious 
journal that makes the modest claim of ““express- 
ing the mind of the Church.” This contributor’s 
righteous soul was vexed by the fact that a min- 
ister not a commissioner to the Assembly was 
present at Montreat in 1941 to oppose the Church’s 
reentrance to the Federal Council. He was 
troubled by the thought that some earnest soul 
might be at the Assembly in 1942 on the same 
errand. 

Not by election, nor by accident, were certain 
members of the Assembly’s Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union present at Knoxville. There was 
no report of this Committee before the Assembly. 
Yet members of the Committee, not commissioners, 
were in Knoxville to appear before the Foreign 
Relations @ommittee to urge the defeat of certain 
definite instructions which fourteen Presbyteries 
were asking- the Assembly to give the Committee 
in its negotiations with the U.S.A. Church, while 
‘commissioners approving overtures were not given 
the privilege of meeting with the Foreign Relations 
Committee to express their views. Representatives 
of the U.S.A. Church were there and permitted to 
address the Assembly, pressure men of the Fed- 
eral Council were invited to appear before: the 
Committee on Foreign Relations to give their 
reasons why the Southern Presbyterian Church 
should not withdraw from the Council and were 
allowed the privilege of addressing the Assembly 
on this subject. : 

We will wait expectantly for this unbiased 
champion of ecclesiastical propriety to condemn 
those of his party, not Assembly commissioners, 
for openly and without embarrassment doing what 
he so vigorously denounces in others as entirely 
reprehensible. 

Is it possible that the champions of church union 
and interdenominational cooperation have received 
a special revelation from heaven that has been 
denied to other members of the Church, and that 
these men are so far in advance of others in 
their understanding of Christ’s Will for His 


Church that their very liberalism becomes narrow 
and bitter in its application to their own brethren? 
They assume the right to proclaim their views on | 
the sin of separation and then vehemently protest 
the privilege of equally honest persons expressing 
an opinion opposite to theirs on the same subject. 

It would be a good thing and doubtless make 
for unity in our own church, where unity should 
begin, if it is to be effective, if a General As- 
sembly chosen by the Presbyteries according to 
the constitutional provisions could be allowed to 
consider matters that affect the life of the Souv- 
thern Presbyterian Church free from the presence 
and pressure of interested persons who are not 
members of the General Assembly. 

It would be well if the representatives of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., and of the Federal 
Council of the Churches. of Christ in America 
would permit the duly chosen commissioners to 
the General Assembly to determine the destiny | 
of their own Church without their help or advice. § 

It might be worth trying!  —H.B.D. 


Some Fruits Of Pacifism 


Following the last World War a wave of pa- 
cifism swept over England and America. To these 
countries, and the world, was held up the mirage . 
of a warless world. Ghurch leaders, instead of 
preaching the Gospel of redemption for the indi- 
vidual sinner as the sole solution of world prob- 
lems, sought to create in the minds of individuals 
a will against war, ignoring the plans and pur- 
poses of other nations for war which were s0 
plain that students of international affairs shud- 
dered at the implications of what they saw. 
Church after Church and University after Unl- 
versity took up the slogan until at many of the 
Church Courts hours and even days were spent in 
“outlawing war.’’ 

At Harvard, Oxford, Cambridge and on through 
our own South even, students banded together 
promising that they would never, under any cl- 
cumstances, engage in war. 

In some of our Southern Presbyterian Young 
People’s Conferences Pacifism was more emphasize 


than personal salvation. At some of these confer: 


ences impressionable boys and girls heard attrac- 
tive and plausible leaders describe war as_ the 
world’s greatest sin. Some of these leaders asked 
the young people to stand and promise that they 
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would never engage in war under any circum- 


stances. 


Politicians, a necessary evil in a democratic 


state, ever with itching ears to see what the peo- 
ple want, voted to outlaw war, voted to cut down 


_ Army and Navy appropriations and to sink part 


of our Navy. 


But, intelligent leaders in both London and 
Washington learned the gigantic preparations of 


Germany and Japan and sensed the -danger to 


England and America. Seeking to stem the tide — 


of pacifism and prepare our nations for the in- 
evitable they were met by opposition, ridicule and 
vituperation. The Government in Washington 
found itself opposed by the Federal Council of 
Churches in every move for preparedness. This 
organization, claiming to represent Protestantism 
in America, carried out an effective propaganda 
against Army and Navy expansion which was 
tragic in its effectiveness. Even after Munich this 
opposition continued. | 


This bit of tragic history has been recounted 


for one purpose. To show the folly of a “Chris- 
tian” programme not founded on and supported 
by the Word of God. 3 

Pacifists, sincere though they were in their de- 
sire for a warless world, must face the fact that 
sincerity cannot deliver from the effect of a mis- 
guided purpose. In trying to save life, pacifists are 
partially responsible for the millions of dead in 
Poland and Central Europe and China, for the 
destruction of billions of dollars worth of prop- 
erty and the dark future for our own nation. 


As a result of this mistaken emphasis in Chris-. 


tian teaching, there are within the Church some 
conscientious young men who have refused to 
take up arms for their country. We. have camps 
for these conscientious objectors. 

The Federal Council has recommended that the 
Churches from which these young men come pay 
$35.00 per month to these conscientious objectors. 
The writer knows that some of our ministers con- 
sidered bringing in a recommendation to the Gen- 
eral Assembly in Knoxville that) our Southern 
Presbyterian Church pay $35.00 per month to 
these young men who came out of our Summer 
Conferences and Churéh Schools. The resolution 
was not brought in because it was felt at the time 
to be inopportune. ane 

As absurd as this proposition may seem, is it 
not the logical end of an unrectified, mistake? But, 
the end is not yet. A study of the actions of the 
Federal Council will show that that body has 
taken a position again and again which is dia- 
metrically opposed to that of our Church on 
labor, race and economic problems. 

The Federal Council expressed approval, offi- 
cially, or through its representatives, of sit-down 
strikes, and its position on the race problem is 
well known. The Delaware Conference, at which 
those in part responsible for our unpreparedness 


in this war, outlined the kind of peace they think © 


we must have, made it plain that their plan for 
the future economic system is anti-capitalistic and 
essentially socialistic. People both in the North 
and South who are aware of submerged trends 
and propaganda today also realize that the ground- 
work is being laid for the most serious racial pro- 
blem we have faced in America. Discriminations 
against the negro are unfortunate, and at times 
unjust, but letting down the bars too far will 


mean certain tragedy for both white and negro. 


The records being so clear. it seems amazing 
that our Southern Presbyterian. Church should 
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continue to have an official part in the activities 
of the Federal Council which are inimical to the 
best. interests of our country and of our Church. 
There are issues where a difference in judgment 
can do little harm but, to this writer, the issues 
involved in the policies of the Federal Council can 


well be fatal to Church and national life. In the 
one thing which counts, the redemption of the in- 


dividual sinner through the atoning blood of 
Christ, the Federal Council is strangely silent, but 


takes a strong and unequivocal stand on Pacifism, 


Socialism, racial problems, and the like. We are 
all agreed on the need of changes and improve- 
ment in the world order but our Church should 
center its emphasis and endeavor on redemption, 


not reform. —L.N.B. 
The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal | 

By Rev. R. F. Campbell, D.D.* 


In Our Mountain Work For August 


A monthly magazine bearing the above title ap- 
peared in its first issue in May. The sub-title reads 


-as follows: “A Presbyterian monthly magazine de- 
voted to the statement, defense and propagation | 


of the Gospel, the faith which was once for all de- 
livered unto the ‘saints.’ 

Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., is editor, assisted 
by six contributing editors, two of whom are for- 
mer moderators of the General Assembly, and all 
of them well-known throughout the Church. 

The Board of Directors, ten in number, includes 
six ministers and four laymen. 

There is also an Advisory Committee of twenty- 
four; twenty ministers and four laymen. 

The editor, in a preliminary statement, says: 
“We believe that the overwhelming majority of 
our ministers are sound in the faith, but we also 
feel that in the past they have not had a rallying 
ground, a place to look for leadership, or a me- 
dium through which they might find expression of 


common views.”’ 


History repeats itself. In 1855, two young pas- 


tors in Baltimore, Md., Thomas E. Peck, 33, and 


Stuart Robinson, 39, launched a periodical under 
the title, The Presbyterial] Critic, with the motto, 
“Truth, like a torch, the more it’s shook it shines.” 

In the opening article,. written by Dr. Peck, it 
is declared: “Our aim is by discussion, and, if need 


be by controversy, to explain and vindicate the 


great principles of Christianity, with special refer- 
ence to the life, posture, and active operations of 
the Presbyterian Church . Among its purposes 
is agitation, but not agitation for its own 
sake ... The torch shall be shook only that it 
may shine.” : 

Those of the alumni of. Union Seminary who 


_ are old enough, and fortunate enough, to have sat 


in Dr. Peck’s classroom, will remember that it was 
a favorite theme of his that the times of danger 


for the Church are not the times of earnest dis- 
cussion and controversy, but the times of quies- 
-cence. He held that the price of sound doctrine, 


like the price of liberty, is eternal vigilance. . 


We wish for The Journal a useful career in its. 
purpose to defend and propagate the truth as set 
forth in the standards and traditions of the Sou-| 


thern Presbyterian Church. 
e First Presbyterian 


*Pastor Emeritus of 


Church, Asheville, N. C., and former Moderator of 


the General Assembly. 


is 


Se 


4 
J 
THE 
A 
> 
a 
| 
= 
| 
2 
! 
| : 
= 
= 
= 
= 
| 
= 
| 
as. = 
= 
| 
= 38 
3 
| 
= 
| 
#4 
= 
ots 
_ 
ot 
** 
4 
au 
ad 
3 
~ 
way 
: 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


The Faith Of A Soldier 


By Rev. William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


Luke vii. 9b. “I say unto you, I have not 
found so great faith, no not in Israel.’ 


There are few matters of deeper concern to 
us today than the faith of our soldiers. On their 
faith depends the preservation of liberties, more 
precious to us than life. And as the issues and 
titanic nature of this struggle become clearer, it 
is evident that while a student in arms may have 
sufficed for the first, a believer under arms is 
needed for this World War. : 


I well remember the swan song of one of our 
loved legionnaires, Steve Banan. The night before 
he passed away he told us how discouraged he 
had become, as a rookie, trying to learn the mili- 
tary maneuvers and how an older officer had 
steadied his wavering faith by a word of en- 
couragement. That word of help restored the 
morale of a soldier who, later, stood nobly for us 
at Chatteau-Thierry. In the North Carolina Monu- 
ment at Gettysburg, Borglum has carved the 
figure of another rookie, who has been terrified 
at his first baptism of fire. But an older buddy 
has his arm over the lad’s shoulder to steady him, 
and another companion is holding the colors before 
his face while a falling officer is calling him to 
go forward. Who knows what kind word or help- 
ful act may be just the needed stimulus that will 
confirm a_ soldier’s determination to make 
that final heroic effort, which stands between 
defeat and victory for him, between freedom and 
slavery for us. 


One of the most moving stories in Holy, Writ is 
the record of how Jonothan, the King’s son, went 
out into the wilderness and strengthened David's 
hand in God. When Amaleck attacked Israel, God 
commanded Joshua to take the men of battle and 
fight Amaleck, and Moses, Aaron and Hur to go 
up into the mountain and pray. While our soldiers 
are fighting Amaleck, it certainly becomes those 
of us, who are at home, to gather in our ac- 
customed places of worship and pray that the 
hands of our soldiers and sailors and marines 
may be strengthened in the Lord God of hosts. 

As important as is this matter of encouraging 
the faith of a soldier, this is not the message of 
our text. It is not suggested in this passage that 
we have such a noble faith that we can lend some 
of it to our soldier friends, but rather, Jesus has 
‘chosen a Roman soldier, as a believer whose faith 


He underlines for universal imitation. “Verily, I 


say unto you, I have not found so great faith, 
no not in Israel.’”’ Instead of our lending our faith 
to this soldier, it is rather that we are to borrow 
his, to compare our faith with his and so determine 
whether we have the real Christian faith. Our 
Lord paid a great tribute to John the Baptist, 
but He did not portray John’s faith for universal 
imitation; for John doubted. He appreciated the 
fine loyalty of the disciples, but neither were they 
selected as examples of great faith, for they were 
slow of heart to believe. 

The faith which our Lord held up for universal 
imitation was the faith of this Roman centurion. 


A generation later Paul so manifested Christ to 


the praetorium guard that they of Caesar’s house- 
hold sent Christian salutations. And a century 
thereafter brings the story of the Thundering 
Legion when God heard the prayers of Christian 
soldiers and saved an imperial army from defeat. 
So, through the centuries, there have been soldiers 
of great faith, When Woodrow Wilson came to un- 
veil a portrait of that great Christian soldier, 
Stonewall Jackson, he said, “I do not understand 
how any man can approach the discharge of the 
duties of life without faith in Jesus Christ.”’ Gen- 
eral Sir. W. G. S. Dobbie, who held Malta against 
over two thousand air attacks, bears this testimony 
to the saving and keeping power of God in Christ: 
‘“T came to know Him as my Saviour 47 years ago, 
and all through my military service to the present 
day He has been my Saviour and Lord. Although 
I have often and often been unfaithful to Hin, 
yet He- has never been unfaithful to me, nor has 
He let me down. I have always been sensible of 
the fact that my sins which were forgiven me 
when I first accepted Him as my Saviour, were 
blotted out once for all, and that in spite of my 
failure I have become a new creature in Christ 
Jesus ... To serve God and to follow Him is a 
very real and practical thing in the army.” 


1. The greatness of the centurion’s faith lay, in 
the first place, in its exceptional response to the 
revelation of God in Jesus Christ. The Word be- 
came flesh for us men and for our salvation. God 
manifest Himself in the flesh that the light of 

.the knowledge of His glory might shine for us 
in the face of Jesus Christ. If we could have 
climbed up to God by mysticism or speculation 
or some other way, God would never have come 
down to us. He did come down to us, thus teach- 
ing us that all the eyes of our faith must focus 
on Christ. “Earth with her thousand voices praises 
God.” But “faith cometh by hearing and hearing 
by the word of Christ.’”?’ When the heart is quick- 
ened by the Holy Spirit, the eye of faith turns 
to the Lord Jesus Christ as certainly as the com- 
pass needle turns to the magnetic North. The 
faith of this soldier focused on God in His saving 


ministry, on God in Christ. To the Centurion Jesus 


was Divine Lord and Saviour. 


“The nucleus of faith resides in a religious 
relation to Jesus as Revealor of God.’’ In the 
presence of the Lord Jesus the ultimate Dimension 
—God—so dawned upon his soul that the cen- 
turion .cried, ‘‘Unworthy’”’. The community said he 
was worthy. No doubt he was worthy, compared 
with his fellow citizens. But when he faced Jesus 
He said, I am not worthy to come into Thy pres- 
ence, I am not worthy that Thou should come 
under my roof. And Jesus, far from rebuking 
this attitude, commended it. ea 


At the Baptism John declared himself unworthy 
to loosen Jesus’ shoes. At the miraculous draught 
of fishes Peter said, “Depart from me, O Lord, 
for I am a sinful man’’. Awed by his holiness the 
thief on the Cross admitted that he, the male- 
factor, was receiving the due reward of his deeds. 
So the introduction of men to Christ is ever ac: 


4 
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companied by a sense of unworthiness. Our sense 
of defect is the creation of the Christ, the re- 
buke of the Infimite Holiness. The consciousness 
of sin that fills our Western civilization, that is 
deepest in such noble spirits as Paul, Augustine, 
Luther and Edwards, is but the stern report of the 
immeasureable moral contrast that our Lord pre- 
sents to the world at its best. 


“The moon at its full is but a hemisphere of 
light, the obverse side is a hemisphere of dark- 
ness.” Men standing in the splendor of Christ’s 


character look radiant, but that hemisphere of 


their lives shines in a light reflected from Him. 
And there is always the other side, those sections 
of our lives that are turned away from Him, 
“the vast obverse of our humanity that rolls on 
in Christless gloom.” 


Come to Gethsemane. The Master is praying 


until He sweats, as it were, great drops of blood, 


and yet His three chosen disciples are unable to 
watch with Him one hour. The light from the Lord 
filled His best followers with the horror of the 
great darkness in which their lives moved, and this 
sense of corruption deepened with the progress of 
the years so that to the last they were distressed 
with the defects that Christ’s character inevitably 
discovered. It is Paul the aged who cries, “This 
is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation 


that Christ Jesus came into the world to save | 


sinners of whom I am chief.” It seemed to John 


G. Paton, the great missionary to the New He-. 


brides that he grew worse the first ten years of 
His Christian life. Living with Christ simply re- 
vealed more and more clearly the shadow of his 
own moral failures. When I was a guest in the 
home of Principal Macleod he told me of the 
radiant faith of his pious wife. Yet this good 
Scottish woman came to die she spoke of herself 
as leprous all through waiting the touch of the 
Great Physician. Blessed be God, the same precious 


Saviour who convicts us of sin, says, “Son’’, © 


“Daughter”, “be of good cheer, thy sins are for- 
given thee.” * 


II. The Greatness of the Centurion’s Faith - 


showed itself in his exceptional spiritual insight 


into our Lord’s place in the Kingdom of Heaven. 


The Centurion appreciated the military chain of 
command. He was under authority to his military 
superiors, he exercised authority over the soldiers 
in his command, saying to one come, and to an- 
other go. He saw in Jesus the Lord, the anointed 


King, whose Word on earth was also With au- 


thority. | 
“No one who has honestly faced the fact of 
Christ can doubt that the Throne is His by right. 
It has been bought with a price—bought with 
the hunger in the desert when He would not make 
the stones into bread; bought with the tears He 
shed over the sins of men; bought with the sweat 
of Gethsemane which was like great drops of 
blood; bought with the bitter Cross where they 
broke His body in death; bought with the death- 
less love which through all the years has resolutely 
refused to let the lost world go. The Captain of 
the hosts of humanity has Himself been in the 
ranks. He has experienced the hardship and peril 
of life’s campaign from the common soldier’s side 
of it. He has enduried the discipline. If He rides 


at the head of the hosts today, it is because He 


once walked on foot. If one day He is to be King 
over all the sons of men, it is because at the first 
He was not ashamed to call us Brethren.” Where- 
fore God also hath highly exalted Him and given 
Him a name that is above every name. 
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Sin began when Eve questioned God’s Holy | 


Word.. And saving faith began when Abraham 
believed God’s Word and it was reckoned unto 
Him for righteousness. The fine thing about this 
soldier was that he simply asked a Word from 
Jesus. Lord, it is not necessary that Thou come 
under my roof. Only speak with a Word and my 
servant shall be made well. He seems to have had 
before his mind the figure of a military move- 


ment with the preparatory command ringing across 


the parade ground, sounded by the commanding 
officer and taken up by majors, captains, lieu- 
tenants and sergeants. Then with the word of 
execution the whole movement is carried out in 
precise order. The man at the furtherest end of 
the field moves with the same precision as the 
closest soldier. 


The Word of the Lord Jesus Christ is effective 
in healing the servant, even though that word is 
spoken at a distance. Some years ago, Theodore 
McAllister, an elder in the Gettysburg Presbyterian 
Church told me his experience in the Confederate 
War. As a member of Cole’s Maryland Cavalry this 
Yankee soldier was wounded and carried a prisoner 
to Andersonville, Georgia. Fever set in and one 
night the doctors gave him up as ‘hopeless. But 
the next day, to their surprise, he was greatly im- 
proved. When the war was over and the prisoner 
returned to his home, he told the incident to his 


sisters. They immediately got out the calendar, and 


checking the time, said, “That was the night our 
Mother walked the floor all night praying for 
you.” A Mother praying up near the Mason-Dixon 
Line and the Lord Christ putting on the healing 
staunch in Andersonville, Ga. When I told that 
story in Augusta, one of the members came up 
and told me of an elder there who had prayed it 
through for his son who was a doctor on Bataan. 
Prayed until the Lord Christ spoke peace to His 
anxious heart. 


Whether they are on Bataan, or Australia, or 


. Ireland or the high seas, we can and should pray, 


and the Lord Christ can and will hear our prayers, 
and keep them in the hollow of His hand whether 
that keeping be for time or for eternity. No I did 
not say they would all return, but that He would 
hear our prayers for each and for every one. 


III. The Centurion’s faith generated in him a 
great moral sensitiveness. In days before our story 
begins the Holy Spirit had enabled him to see the 
light of God that shone in Judaism, so that he 
built for the Jews their magnificant synagogue. 
When Jesus began His ministry of mercy, the 
Centurion was attracted to Him, learned to trust 
His power..even exercised at a distance and to 
share some of the Saviour’s concern for the 
suffering. Thus we find an officer who has a 
deep interest in his servant. The servant was dear 
unto him, so dear that he sent supplications to 


Jesus for His healing. One of the fine thipgs 
e 


about a great soldier is his appreciation of 

men who serve under him. One of the clearest 
evidences of true Christian faith is appreciation 
of those who stand, for one reason or another, on 
a lower level of life, whether it be a child, a ser- 
vant, or a neighbor who has less wealth or pres- 
tige or position.. A moral sensitiveness generated 
by Christ inspired Florence Nightingale and the 
Red Cross. That same moral sensitiveness calls, 


today, for support of the many agencies minis- 
_tering to the needs’ of the soldier. Interest in a 


weaker brother showed the dawning of the true 
Christian spirit in the story of Scrooge and Bob 
Cratchit. Brother Gideon, the pastor of our largest 


a 


| 

i 

house- 
entury 
dering 
ristian 3 
defeat. 
soldiers 
to un- 
soldier, 
arstand 
of the 
against 
imony 
hrist: 
rs ago, 
resent 
hough 
» Him, 
ble of 
en me 
, were 
of my 
Christ 
1 isa 

lay, in a 
to the 
rd be- 
. God 
rht of 
or us 
have 
lation 
come 
teach- 
focus 
raises 
earing 
quick- 
turns 
com- 
saving 
Jesus 

igious 
n the 
ension a 
cen- 
1id he 
pared 
J esus 
pres- 
come 
uking 
orthy 
Lord, 
ss the 
male- 
| 


6 THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


colored Presbyterian Church, has an original way 
of putting the Golden Rule, “Be good to the other 
fellow when you are going up, that he may be 
good to you when you are coming down.” The 
greatness of the Centurion’s faith showed itself in 
a moral sensitiveness to the needs of his weaker 
brother. 


IV. Finally, this great faith was an exceptional 
example of simple childlike trust. In the arms of 
his faith the Centurion simply brought his desper- 
ately sick servant to’ Jesus and left him there. 
He looked so wholly to Jesus power that he saw 
no difficulty in the hardest case. He looked so 
wholly to Jesus’ will as not to think of the means 
by which Jesus willed it. He looked so wholly to 
Jesus’s glory that no thought of self could steal 
in. Faith is looking to Jesus with all the eyes of 
the soul. Faith is coming to Jesus with all the 
impetus of the soul. Faith is committing oneself, 
one’s soul, one’s loved child to Jesus without 


reservation. We bring our children to God when © 


they are babies carrying them in the arms of 


our faith. Whether or not you brought that sol-. 


dier lad of yours to God as a baby, will you not 
bring Him to God now in the arms of your faith 
and on the wings of your prayer? Commit him 
without reservation to your loving Saviour, ask 
Him to be that boy’s Saviour and Lord and Friend 
and all-sufficient God? 


As the Centurion saw Jesus move toward his 
home his faith grew stronger. We are saved if we 
hold fast the beginning of our confidence firm to 
the end. Christian faith is attested by its stead- 
fastness under trial, its continuance in well-doing. 
The early Christians carried the report of the 
things concerning Jesus and gathered believers 
into a joyous faith in Him as their Divine Lord. 
Then as time, and trouble and persecution came, 
these reports were written into Gospels, Mark’s 
first principles of catechism of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and then Luke’s ampler Gospel to confirm 
Theophilis in the things in which he had already 
been catechised. Now the thing that the memoirs 
of the apostles magnified was just the story of 
Jesus’ sufferings. That formed a kind of barrage 


z= behind the believers to keep them from 


ing back. During the First World War a 
barrage of artillery shells was.generally thrown in 
front of the advancing infantry to clear the way, 
but occasionally a barrage would be thrown be- 
hind them. In such a case it might be death to go 
on, but it was certainly death and dishonour to 
turn back. To the early Christians the passion of 
the Lord was just such a barrage. To turn back 


means crucifying unto ourselves the Son of God 


afresh. It may be hard to go onward in our Chris- 
tian faith, in the serious days ahead, but we dare 
not turn back. Like the Christian marytrs of old, 
let us also endure hardship as good soldiers of 


Jesus Christ. Let us hold fast our confession firm | 


to the end. Let us fight the good fight. Let us 
keep the faith of a soldier. Amen. 


Souls are not saved by “systems” but by the 
Spirit of God. Organizations without the Holy 
Spirit are like mills without power. Methods and 
plans without the Grace of ,God are pipes without 
water, lamps without oil, banks without money. 
Even a church that has an orthodox creed and 
accepts the Biblical standards is as useless as are 
clouds without rain until Power comes from God. 


—Charles H. Spurgeon. 


A ‘VOICE’ 


“Tomorrow,” he faithfully promised, 
for revival I’ll pray 

Tomorrow I’ll plead as T ought to, I’m busy, too 
busy, today! 


“tomorrow 


- Tomorrow I'll spend in my closet, tomorrow I will 


humbly bow.” 
Yet ever a ‘“‘voice’”’ kept whispering, “But the 
church is languishing now!!’’ 


Tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow—the delay e’er 
repeated went on; 

Tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow—till the years 
and the “‘voice’’ were gone? » 

Till the Church its God had forgotten? Till the 
land was covered with sin? 


Till millions had hopelessly perished, and eternity 


was ushered in? 
O members of the body of Christ, O ye Churcli of 
- the living God, 
O editors and leaders and pastors, O saints where 
our fathers trod; 
The ‘‘voice’’ still insistently whispers; answer not, 
“Tomorrow I'll pray.” 
The Voice is one of authority; the church needs 
reviving today! 
Pray, O Pray, for Revival! 


Great | Commission Prayer League. 


Oklahoma Presbyterian College 
Judge A. H. Ferguson — 
Chairman Board Of Trustees 
Durant . Oklahoma 
\After ten years of faithful service Major and 


‘ Mrs. Bramlett tendered their resignations as Presi- 


dent and Dean of the Oklahoma Presbyterian Col- 
lege at the close of the school year, June 1, 1942. 
Major and Mrs. Bramlett came to the College in 


| 1932, when a particular service was needed. During 


the period of their administration the accumulated 
indebtedness on the institution was removed, the 


buildings were reconditioned. throughout, and the . 


affiliation with Southeastern State College was 
also effected, whereby the students enrolled at 
Oklahoma Presbyterian College can also receive 
diplomas from this state institution. 

Having completed the service that has been 
requested of them, Major and Mrs. Bramlett feel 
that they should give way to a new leadership for 
the enlarged educational program which the Board 
of Trustees has outlined for this missionary insti- 


tution, which had its beginning a half a century > 
-ago in an Indian day school, which through the 


years has sought to serve the Indian young people 
of our Church. 

Miss Edith F. Hodgson of Athens, Georgia, who 
for several years has been a member of the Okla- 
homa Presbyterian College faculty -as teacher of 
Bible and student counselor, has been appointed 
school Principal until a president can be secured. 
Miss Hodgson is a graduate of the University of 
Georgia and-of the Biblical Seminary in New York. 
She is a-:devoted Christian leader and intensely 


interested in the home mission work of our As-: 


sembly. She will be assisted in the administtation 
of the College this year by other members of the 


faculty. 


The announcement of this change in the admin- 
istration of Oklahoma Presbyterian College will 
be of particular interest to the friends of the insti- 
tution throughout the Assembly who have so 
loyally supported the College in its effort to serve 
the Indian young people of Oklahoma. 
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The Gospel In The Army 


By Chaplain James E. Moore 


According to Army Regulations, a Chaplain is 
free to conduct religious services and activities 
according to the rules and regulations of his par- 
ticular church. This regulation is laid down because 
of the divergent views which Chaplains hold with 
regard to their religious beliefs. According to the 
liberty of conscience guaranteed by the Consti- 
tution, this law permits the greatest freedom 
imaginable in preaching the Gospel. 

The privilege gives the Chaplain the greatest 
liberty to declare without any fear of reproof the 
glorious good news of Jesus and His love. During 
the year and a half in which the writer has been 
a Chaplain, not a single word of criticism has been 
directed toward anything which has been said con- 
cerning the Gospel. Discussions and arguments 


aplenty have arisen as would be expected, but not | 


a suggestion that a different message be preached. 


The advantages of the ministry of the Chaplain 
under these circumstances is incalculable. For he 
can proceed without hindrance to deal ‘with the 
greatest problem of human nature. That problem 
is sin. Sin in the: Army is the same as it is in 


private life. Yet with this difference. It is open. 


You can’t live in the same tent with four or five 
other men and keep your sin hidden. You can’t 
oat work, play and sleep in the open where every 

e can see you and be a hypocrite. This means 


that the Chaplain is talking along familiar lines. 


when he speaks of gambling, adultery, drunken- 
ness, lying and stealing. For the men who listen 
know they are guilty and make not the slightest 
excuse for their course of action. 


This of course makes the problem of presenting © 


to men the commandments and penalties which 
God has set down very easy. Men can see for 
themselves that they haven’t lived up to God’s 


‘law. They admit they are subject to the just conse- 


quences of their sin. It is so very different from 
dealing with people in civilian life who are excusing 
themselves from repentance because their -sin is 
hidden and their iniquities unknown to men. Of 
the number of men it has been my privilege to 
speak with concerning their souls, never have I 
found one who would not admit that they had 
failed to live up to their own standards, much 
less to God’s holy law. 

What has been said above, is not intended to 
convey the idea that men in the Army are worse 


than people outside. As a matter of fact, the open | 


life which men live in the Army necessitates that 
they live better and cleaner than civilians. Army 
sins are sins practiced all over the world. It is 
open here. In civilian life, it is hidden. | 

But the sin in the Army brings to mind the 
heartbreaking situation in which society lies. Men 
come with problems that would hang your head. 
Unfaithful wives, sick children, loved ones turned 
out of homes, trouble because some.sin has at last 
caught up with them. The need of God’s saving 
grace has been realized anew and afresh. Why, one 
asks, should this be so? Has riot the country had 
the Gospel since it was founded? Has not the 
church had free course for the last 100 years? 
The answer can be given very simply. The church 
has been busy doing all sorts of things but it has 


neglected declaring God’s will to man. [ say this 
because of the some 8,000 men I have been re- 
sponsible for, not one in 500 could tell you what 


the doctrine of justification by faith in Christ is,. 


and not one in 100 could tell you in the simplest 
terms how to be saved. If then the men who have 
been going to Sunday School and church for ten 
and fifteen years can’t tell the rudiments of 
Christianity, it means that the church has been 
sadly neglectful. 

It is for this reason that the Gospel comes as 


a breath of fresh air to the men who hear it. The 


idea that God will forgive a man’s sin and hold it 
against him no more, give him a new heart and 


take him to Heaven for absolutely nothing is too . 


incredible to be true. But, they listen intently. The 
best audiences in my ministry as far as attention 
goes have been right here in the Army. When 
the Gospel is presented, they pay attention. 

Of course the choice which men must make 
between trusting God and keeping their own ways 
is the great deterent to their accepting Jesus 
Christ. Too long have they lived their own lives. 
Too long have they associated with their own evil 
and fear and selfishness. To relinquish that is just 
too great a step. But there the confidence of the 
irresistible working of the Spirit of God demon- 
strates itself in the new lives of men. 

One man came and said that he had been taught 
the truth but he had never believed it. As soon 
as he got out from under his mother’s influence, 
he began to go the way of the world. He spoke 
of the sin in which he had lived. But now he 
realized how wicked he had been. Was there any 
chance of recovery? Would God forgive. With 
willing heart he accepted the message of forgive- 
ness and the Lord enabled him to turn about. His 
life has been a joy to see as he not only laid aside 
the practices of the past and began to bring men 
to the services and point them to Christ. 

-One man began to come to Bible class and 
he too found the joy in knowing that the soul that 
trusted Christ would never be ashamed. Another 
man, driven to desperation by certain soldiers came 
to find comfort in the Chaplain’s office and sal- 


vation through the message of the Gospel. Another 


boy, following the desires of his heart, laid aside 
Bible reading and repudiated his Sunday School, 
then accepted the invitation to come and sing at 
evening service and accepted Christ as his Saviour 
when he read anew the story of God’s love for 
sinners. 

The latest experience has been of the most re- 
freshing. A man who had broken his mother’s 
heart and forsaken his sweetheart for drink, was 
about to be dismissed in disgrace from the Army. 
He spent a term in the guardhouse. The dismissal 
was held up to give him another chance. Under the 
Chaplain’s guidance, he began to read the New 


Testament. He has been sent back to his company 


and is a great testimony to what Christ can and 
will do for men who are in slavery. | 

Two conclusions must be reached from watch- 
ing the power of the Gospel in the lives of men 
and in the First, the need of the Gospel 
is greater now than ever before, because the 
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ignorance of men is greater and the awful effects. 


of sin are more terrific. The time is short for 
a great many of these men. They will be facing 
ball ammunition before long. They will: have the 
problem of standing the strain and they know not 
Him who alone is able to give men courage and 


hope. Second, the power of the Gospel to bring 


men to a new life is just as great as the need. 
Never were more thrilling experiences demon- 
strated than have been seen in the ranks of the 
soldiers. The Spirit of God is as irresistible in His 
gracious working as He ever was. 

Will you not join God’s people every where in 
praying that this time of National emergency will 
be used to bring men back.to a realization of their 
need and that God will have mercy upon us and 
turn us to His Son? : 


The Genesis Of The Assembly’s 
Home Mission Emergency 
Fund Campaign 
By Rev. R. D. Bedinger, D.D.* 


At its March, 1942, meeting, the Assembly’s 
Home Mission Council, an agency created four 
years ago by our highest court, was confronted 
with a daring challenge. 

This challenge was based upon unusual appeals 
from various sections of our Southland. 

First. Rev. Thomas C. Currie,~D. D., a former 
Moderator of our Assembly, and President of 
Austin Theological Seminary, wrote to the Home 
Mission Council: 

“It is my true conviction that now is the time 
for us to undertake a great expansion program for 
home missions and evangelism throughout our 
eighty-eight Presbyteries. Personally, I would like 
for the Assembly’s Home Mission Council seri- 
ously to consider the matter of our raising a mi- 
nimum of five million dollars to help in this pro- 
gram which I am convinced ought to be run.” 

Second. An overture from the Home Mission 
Committee of the Synod of Texas, signed by its 
Chairman and Secretary, as follows: 

““Synod’s Home Mission Committee respectfully 
overtures the Home Mission Council to consider 
the advisability of preparing and promoting a 

farseeing home mission advance movement through- 
- out the Assembly. The aim of this Home Mission 
Advance Movement is to emphasize the Church’s 
great need of Extension Work, and so present to 
the Church a united front at a time of crisis when 
advance extension work, and its consideration, is 
tremendously important. 

“That the Council consider some plan for laying 
this matter on the conscience of our people, and 

“That the Council consider the wisdom of pre- 
senting this matter to the General Assembly, 
Synods and Presbyteries.”’ 

Third. A prospectus addressed to the Home 
Mission Council and signed by three young min- 
isters of Fort Worth Presbytery, in Texas, asking 
for $94,000 over a period of three years, the first 
payment by April of 1942, with which to seize 
challenging opportunities there. We quote two 
paragraphs: 

“Driving for blocks and blocks without even so 
much as catching a glimpse of a church building 


was the experience of three ministers who spent . 


three days at the service of Presbytery’s Home 
Mission Committee in Fort Worth, March 2-4, 
1942. Fort Worth is growing so rapidly that it 


bids fair to add at least 100,000 to its population 
of 207,000 as given by the 1940 census, and to do 
so within the next two years. 


‘Anyone who has any idea what* Christ does 
for a man, a home, and a community cannot drive 
through these districts of Fort Worth without being 
passionately aware of the desperate necessity that 
our Church rise to this occasion and help meet 
these needs as Christians in the Presbyterian 
Church ought.”’ | 


Fourth. A letter from the Chairman of the 
Home Mission Committee of Potomac Presbytery, 
in Virginia, addressed to the Executive Committee 
of Home Missions and turned over by them to our 
Council, asking for $10,000 immediately “to aid 
us in meeting part of our responsibility which js 
probably unprecedented in magnitude in any Pres- 
bytery in any age of our great Church.” The letter 
continues: 


“The time is here for general mobilization on 
the part of Presbytery, Synod and General As- 
sembly. Such an opportune time has never pre- 
sented itself before within the bounds of the 
Presbyterian Church U. S. 


“Potomac Presbytery is looking upon a seething 


mass of humanity. We are watching the tramp of 
multitudes in our direction: from every quarter of 
the country, and Potomac Presbytery now has 
more people than the rest of the Synod of Vir- 


ginia—approximately two and a quarter million— 


and the end is not yet. What shall ;we do?”’ 


Fifth. With thesé four communications before 
the+Council, its sixteen Synodical representatives 
eagerly buttressed these appeals with revelations 
of unprecedented opportunities in every state of 
the South. — 


Sixth. In May, 1941, the Defense Service Coun- 
cil was set up by the General Assembly, which 
approved an Emergency Fund of $100,000 for the 
spiritual care of our soldiers and sailors in com- 
munities adjacent to camps. This same Assembly 
assigned work connected with defense industries 
to the Home Mission Committees, or to some other 
agency of the Church. (See Minutes, 1941, page 
197.) However, the Assembly failed to make fi- 
nancial provision for such work. The Assembly’s 
Home Mission Council deeply realized the needs 
of the new populations created by scores of man- 
moth defense industries, as well as those of many 
other investment areas. 3 


With such stirring challenges arising spontane- 


ously from many sections of our Church, and such. 


a challenge from thes Assembly itself, its Home 
Mission Council responded with an overture asking 
that the 1942 Assembly authorize the raising in 
the regular Home Mission Self-Denial period, Oc- 
tober 4- November 8, the sum of $250,000 plus 
$70,000 (the average Self-Denial Offering for 
annual budget)—in other words, to grant the 
implements with which to begin the huge emer- 
gency task. | 


This Overture was presented to the Assembly’s 


Promotion Committee and the Assembly’s Steward-. 


ship and Finance Committee. It was considered 
earnestly and prayerfully, and was approved by 
both of them. This Overture then went to the 
General Assembly, and was referred to the Stand- 
ing Committee on Stewardship and Finance, which 
brought in a recommendation of approval. This 


recommendation of the Report was unanimously 


adopted by the Assembly without one word of 
opposition. 
- In view of these facts, can anyone doubt the 
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wisdom of this movement, or that God has guided 
the Home Mission Council, the Stewardship and 
Finance Committee, and the General Assembly in 
a unified purpose to take an aggressive, forward 
step in the evangelization of countless multitudes 
in our midst, who are without religious privileges? 

This is indeed the hour for Home Missions to 
go forward. At the Assembly meeting in Knoxville, 
Dr. C. Darby Fulton read a cablegram from Dr. 
Frank Price, veteran missionary in China, and a 
former Moderator of. the Assembly. In it he 
said, “In this time of crisis, let us advance.” This 
is a ringing message for the home church. There 
is a crisis in America, as well as in China. Let us 
meet it with unwavering faith, dauntless courage, 
and a spontaneous march forward all along the 
line. 


*Chairman of Home Mission Council. 


Undue Pessimism 


“You cannot do that in these days.” “Y ou can- 


not expect people to attend evangelistic meetings 
now.” “The day for saving souls is passed.” ‘‘We 
are living in the last days so there is not much 
use in trying to change people.” “Of course it is 
not practical to live a separated life in this gener- 
ation.”’ 

The above are some expressions that we hear 
almost every day. Unfortunately many of those 
expressions come from the lips of people who pro- 
fess to be followers of Christ. They profess to 
believe in Almighty God. Many of them shout 
loudly that they are “fundamentalists.” 


To my mind such pessimism is unscriptural. We 
sing of the power that is in the blood of Christ 
and then deny that power by saying souls cannot 
be converted ‘‘these days.”? We talk about the 
Pentecostal power of the Holy Spirit and deny 


that power by stating that three thousand souls 
cannot be saved in this sinful generation. We 


preach that nothing is impossible to God and deny 
that preaching by saying a revival is impossible in 
this present world. 

The prophet in the Old Dispensation cried out: 
“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it 
cannot save, neither his ear heavy, that it cannot 
hear.” And Christ stated: “He that believeth on 
me, the works that I.‘do shall he do also; and 
greater works than these shall he do, because I go 
unto my Father.’”’? Are these statements on the 
part of Isaiah and Jesus true or false? 


_ The apostles pointed out that they were living 
In perilous times but they also pointed out the © 


power in the blood of Christ. They believed that 
they could overcome the forces of evil with the 
testimony of Christ. And because they believed in 
the power of God they went about converting 
souls and establishing churches. They did not be- 
lieve nor did they act as though the Devil were 


Stronger than Christ. 


_ We today have to overcome a terrible spirit of 
pessimism which has penetrated into the churches. 
We must again have strong faith in the power of 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. Let us have our eyes not on the ruins of 


this world and the ruins of the visible church but 


let us have our eyes on the promises of God and 


on the New Jerusalem that He has promised for . 


this world. —Bible Christianity. 


‘the womb of a 


A Man Overboard 


A lady, who was on board the vessel where the 
event took place of which I am now to speak, 
gives this account of it: 

Our ship was coming from the Sandwich Is- 
lands ’round by China and the Cape of Good 
Hope, to New York. One day -we were going along 


with a good fresh breeze, when all at once, while 


sitting on deck, I heard a cry of: “Man over- 


board!’ “Man overboard!” One of the crew had 


fallen into the water. The passengers rushed up 
from the cabins, and the sailors ran about on the 
deck. For a while there was a great noise and con- 
fusion. But in a few moments, it was all over; 
and the captain walked quietly back to the 
quarter-deck, and said to one of the passengers: 
“Tt was one of the sailors who was painting the 
ship’s side, He slipped into the water, but he had 
a rope fast to. him, so we pulled him out, and he 
got no harm but a ducking.” d 

It is customary with sailors, when working on 
the side of the vessel, as that man was doing, to 
have a rope fastened ’round the waist. The other 


end of the rope is made fast on deck, so that if a 


man falls into the water, he is really in no danger 
of being lost, for he has but to call out to his 


friends on deck and they can haul him up by the | 


rope. 

uses His great power for the safety of His people. 
They are exposed to the danger of falling into the 
snares and temptations of the world, and into sin. 
These are about us all the time, just as the waters 


of the sea are ’round about a vessel. But the 


power of Jesus, or His love and grace, are like 
the rope fastened to the sailor, and which kept 
him from being lost. 

‘ We read of good men in the Bible who fell into 


sin. It was so with Abraham, and Moses, and 


David, and Peter. When they sinned it was like 
the sailor falling overboard. But Jesus had the 
rope of His power and grace ’round them. He did 
not let them perish, but drew them out of the 
water, and brought them safely on board the 
vessel again. —Bible Christianity. 


The Inerrancy Of The Scriptures 


By Rev. E. E. Bigger, D.D. 
Clearwater, Fla. 


A firm belief in the inerrancy of the Scriptures, | 


is the sheet anchor that holds the believer against 
being “carried about with every wind of doctrine”. 
On the other hand, the denial of inerrancy is the 
point where unbelief starts on its wild career, 
which is likely to end in destruction. | 

The rationalist believes the Bible contains an 
infallible revelation from God, but that it contains 
errors and mistakes due to human agency in its 
delivery. The office of reason, he says, is to de- 
termine what is truth and what is error. But this 
same rationalist fortunately, providentially and 
inconsistently, believes in and trusts Christ as his 
divine Saviour and Redeemer, directly in the face 
of the fathomless mystery of His incarnation in 
human virgin and His fathomless 
personality!! Christ is strictly a revelation and not 


a discovery of reason. “‘Without controversy, great 


is the mystery of godliness: God manifest in the 
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 
world, received up into glory.” 1 Tim. 3:16. 
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The Fearful Night That Has Fallen On Our World 


By Rev. John R. Richardson. D.D.* 


In the original plan of God for the world night - 


was intended as a time for sleep. It was to be the 
period out of every twenty-four hours when man 
would give his mind and body the opportunity to 
restore spent energies. Night was to be therefore 
a symbol of the blessing of rest. But after sin en- 
tered, the purpose of night was perverted and it 
became a time of evil. It has now become a sym- 
bol of evil and fear. Darkness now stands for 
dread and foreboding. When we hear people today 
say, ““A fearful night has fallen on our world,’”’ we 
know what they mean, and we know the state- 
ment is the sad truth. ° 


We have the fearful night of war. This war has 
been described as the worst of all history. The as- 
sertion is true. It has involved more nations than 
any previous war. It has brought into use more 
destructive instruments of death than any former 
war. It will probably kill more people and destroy 
more property before it closes than any war of 
the past. It will probably cause more hatred and 
sorrow before the last gun is fired than any war 
on record. This war is by no means over. It is be- 
coming harder every day. No man living knows 
when it will end. When we see this war in its vast 
ramifications we see at once that a fearful night 
has fallen on the world. 

Again, we have the fearful night of alcohol and 
immorality which in some respects are worse than 
war. These twin evils have lasted longer than war 
and affected more people. They have caused more 
suffering and deaths than war over the years. They 
have been a perpetual war producing living death 
as well as actual death of both soul and body. The 
whiskey interests are deeply entrenched and ap- 
parently have the backing of our present national 
administration. What a night! 

What can we do during the night? First, we 
ean hold a candle. We let our light shine for 


Christ. We can “shine as lights in the world, hold- 
ing forth the word of life.’’ All Christians should 
shine in the world by life and word. We can con- 
vey to all the people we meet what we believe 
Christianity really is. We can manifest the truths, 
possibilities and ideals of the Gospel. 


In the second place we can confess Christ. By 
our confession we show that we have a passionate 
belief in Christ as our Redeemer. Christ might 
have selected some other method to propagate His 
message, but He did not choose to do so. In stndy- 
ing the principles of His strategy we find that He 
based His campaign for conquest on confession 
and testimony. One of the brightest aspects of 
this dark night we are living in is that a number 
of our Christian young men in the armed forces 
of our nations are seizing their opportunities to 


witness for Christ in the army. May their number 


increase! 

In the third place, we can be soldiers of the 
Cross as well as soldiers of our nation. The cross 
was an instrument of suffering. Christ suffered on 
the cross. Those who follow Him are frequently 
called to suffer. If we are called to suffer for | 
Christ’s sake, let us do it gladly, remembering 
that “if we suffer with Him we shall reign with 
Him.”’ The cup we are called upon to drink may 
be bitter, but for Christ’s sake let us drink it to 
the last drop. By this act we shine as Christians 
in the midst of a dark night. By this act we 
glorify our Maker, and no one ever lives in vain 
that glorifies the Author of his being and Re- 
deemer of his soul. | 


*Dr. Richardson is Pastor of the First Presby- 


-terian Church of Alexandria, La. This ‘article ap- 


peared in the August issue of Liaison, a monthly 
paper for Presbyterian soldiers, published by the 
Defense Service Council of that Church. 


Is It Christian? 


Not infrequently some one will take the editor 
to task with the question: “Is it Christian to criti- 
cize other ministers and other movements like the 
British Israelites? Don’t you think you should 
show more of the spirit of Christ?” 


One of the bitterest criticisms I have ever read 
is that uttered by Christ against, the false teachers 
of His time upon earth. Read Matthew 23:13-33. 


This passage is a healthy antidote to the “‘sweet 


toleration” of those who feel themselves to be 
such wonderful Christians because they never crit- 
icize any one or anything. 


It is definitely Christian to show up error re-- 


gardless of who utters it. It is definitely Christian 
to protect the sheep against wolves whatever guise 
they wear. It is definitely Christian to use even 
harsh terms against those who are false prophets. 
Christ concluded: “Ye serpents, ye generation of 
vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?” 


—Bible Christianity. 


The Value Of Youth 

Suppose that Paul had been converted at sev- 
enty instead of twenty-five. There would have 
been no Paul in history. There was a Matthew 
Henry because he was converted at eleven and 
not at seventy; a Dr. Watts because he was con- 
verted at nine and not at sixty; a Jonathan Ed- 
wards because he was converted at eight and not 
at eighty; a Richard Baxter because he was con- 


verted at six and not at sixty. 


How much more a soul is worth that has a life- 


time of opportunity before it than the soul which 


has nothing. Lambs are of more worth than sheep 
in the realm of. souls as well as in the market 


place. —J. O. Wilson. 


Not infrequently our God brings His people into 
difficulties on purpose, so that they may come to 
know Him as they could not otherwise do. Then 
He reveals Himself as ‘a very present help in 
trouble.’’: —J. Hudson Taylor. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette* 


August Auxiliary Program 
Christian Social Service 


- Some one has said, “Christian Social Service is 
Christ directed people serving their fellowmen’’. 
As we look upon our war-torn world today we 
know that much of the activity is not Christ di- 
rected and it is not Christ directed because many 
Christians and Christian organizations, though 
busy, have not been obedient to the eternal words 
found in the only infallible Book. Obedience to 
God’s Word is the starting point for Christian 
Social Service and it will keep us all busy in our 


daily walk with our fellowman. It will multiply — 


the effectiveness of our service beyond our calcu- 
lations. 

A number of years ago in talking to one of the 
beloved ministers of our Southern Presbyterian 
Church, who is now with His Lord, the subject of 
Bible Study came up. He expressed a fear that 
many of his women in studying were doing so only 
because it was the Auxiliary plan, and he asked— 


“Are you stressing in this study the importance 


of obedience? Do yeu find that the women are 
serious in their effort to learn so that they may 


apply it to their lives?”’ He then added this sen- 


tence which has remained with me through the 
years, “Their responsibility is much greater after 
they have gone through a year of Bible Study 


.than it was before and I tremble for those who 


study and learn and are not willing to obey’’. 

If we desire God’s will for us, as.we study we 
will have certain objectives placed before our 
eyes, the accomplishing of which will glorify our 
Lord. As He places these objectives before us may 
we be willing to go out in loving service and 
minister first to those in the household of faith 
and then to those who are. lost. As we provide 
creature comforts may we never forget to let the 
recipients know the service is given for Christ’s 
sake and because we love Him and are His. 

_ That we might have Christ directed objectives 
in our Christian Social Service Program it is 
necessary to have daily communion with Him 
through Bible Study and prayer. Many of us 
would like to know His plan for us and in the 
article below we will find a definite way to do so. 


Three Important Goals Of Bible Study 
By Mrs. John S. Poindexter 
The 16th Psalm, verse 8 gives us three definite 


_ aims of David, the man after God’s own heart. He 


makes his declaration as his rule of life. This does 
not mean that David’s life was always lived up to 
the high Standard he sets forth here, but we know 


that he never gave up his Standard, and that at 


the end of life David is called “The man after 
God’s own heart”. We do well to look into his 
Spiritual secret and he has in the Psalms left for 
us the key to his success. 

In verse 8 we have Three Goals proclaimed as 
David’s fixed purpose in his way of life. We may 
sum them in three words: | : 

1. Preeminence. 

2. Persistence. 

3. Power. | 

David said, “I have set the Lord always before 


me”. There is the Preeminence of the Lord in 


David’s life. | 
“Because He is at my right hand”. There is 
PB le sr in the practice of the presence of 
rist. 
“T shall not be moved’’. There is Power to walk 


-in the Spirit and not yield to the dictates of the 


flesh. 

As we think of all the Bible is to us, of what 
it has done, of its origin, the revelation of God 
given to us through Holy men who were taught 
by the Holy Spirit, and of all it will do, if we 
who say we believe it will rededicate ourselves 
to the study of it, let us take David’s words and 
make the thought and the purpose of them our 


own. 


First, let us, as David, make our choice of what 
will have first place in our lives. We are abso- 
lutely free to choose what shall be preeminent in 
our lives. The great trouble with most Christians 
is the casual way in which we make our choice 
of what shall come first. Matthew says, “‘Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness” ;. 


therefore the Christian’s first aim should be to 


quest. As David said, so let us say, ‘“‘I have set the 
Lord always before me”. Choose to give Him 
precedence over everything else. Begin the day 
with lifting our hearts to Him in praise and prayer. 
Continue by reading His word and getting His 
message in our hearts before the sounds and sights 
of earth distract and clutter the mind and heart. 
In the second place, let us, like David, determine 
to recognize the fact that He is at our right hand. 
Persist in the practice of the presence of Christ. 
The morning devotion with its inspiration and 
message will grow dim by evening unless we are 
renewed in the inner man during the day by a 
fresh touch with our Lord. A verse memorized 
and repeated at intervals during the day, a passage 
of Scripture read, even hurriedly, a prayer breathed 
even in the midst of a crowd, a question “What 
would Jesus do in this circumstance?’’, are some of 
the ways of putting out the hand of weakness and 
feeling the touch of His hand of strength. That 
blessed nail pierced hand which shali always bear 
the mark of His love and death for us. So having 
chosen to give Christ the place of Preeminemce. we 
must persist in the practice of His presence. 
Then the third statement of David’s inevitably 


follows the faithful adherence to-the first two. “I 


shall not be moved’. There is power. God’s own 


-. power given to our weak wills. Power to stand to 
the choice we made of making Christ preeminent 


in our lives. Power to practice the presence of 
Christ- amidst the noise of home or office. Power 
to live for Him moment by moment, and to say 
with Paul, “I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me’’, 

I would not close this plea for more Bible Study 
without the statement that I believe the finest 
form of Bible Study is memorizing Scripture. What 
a wealth of Spiritual treasure we can acquire if 
we day by day memorize some part of God’s Word. 
Years ago I read and memorized a little poem 
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about the value of memorizing verses. I do not 


know the author, but hope he will not mind if I 
quote this poem which has done so much for me. 


At morn I chose a little verse 

’*Twas scarce a single line | 

From God’s great Book, but ’twas a gem 
*- From God’s eternal mine. 


At noon a crushing sorrow came 
And through that dreadful hour 
I heard my verse quite steadily 
Against the grinding power. 


At eve, I pondered o’er my verse 
The while I sat alone, 
And lo, eternal glories flashed 
From out that perfect stone. 


—Author Unknown. 


*Member of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


What Do They Say? 


“But they say.” What do they say? let them 
say. It will not hurt you if you can only gird up 
the loins of your mind, and cease from man. “Oh, 
but they have accused me of this and that.’ Is it 
true? “No, sir, it is not true, and that is why it 
grieves me.” That is why it should not grieve you. 
If it were true it ought to trouble you; but if it 
is not true, let it alone. If any enemy has said 
anything against your character it will not always 
be worthwhile to answer him. Silence has both 
dignity and argument in it. Nine times out of ten 
if a boy makes a blot in his copy-book and bor- 
rows a knife to take it out, he makes the mess 
ten times worse; and as in your case there is no 
blot after all, you need not make one by attempt- 
ing to remove what it not there. All the dirt that 
falls upon a good man will brush off when it is 
dry; but let him wait till it is dry, and not dirty 
his hands with wet mud. “Cease ye from man, 
whose breath is in his nostrils.” —Spurgeon. . 


Evangelism And Prayer 


By Rev. Henry M. Woods, D.D.* 


To begin with, we need a clear, definite under- 
standing of what evangelism is. Just what is Evan- 
gelism? Evangelism does not mean moral reform 
merely. A man hears preaching; his conscience 


tells him he is not what he ought to be. Resolving 


to do better, he puts his name on a card as, de- 
siring to follow Christ, but he soon finds that he 
hasn’t the power to resist temptation, he becomes 
discouraged, and quits. 

Nor is evangelism social service; the preaching 
of education, the improvement of living conditions, 
the adjustment of economic values, of wages, etc. 
These things,may result from evangelism, but they 
are not evangelism. They are wretched opiates, 
which Satan tries to substitute for the Gospel, in 
order to deceive souls .and lead them away from 
salvation. 

Let us keep the distinction clearly in mind. Ac- 
cording to the Bible, Evangelism means carrying 


the Gospel, the “good news’”’ of a mighty Saviour | 


to those lost in sin. The Word of God clearly shows 
that &ll men are sinners, and: cannot save them- 
selves; that God in His mercy provided deliverance 
from sin and its consequences through the suffer- 
ings and death of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 


‘on. the cross. “Christ was made sin for us who 


knew no sin, that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him.” Christ in infinite love came 
to die “‘the just for the unjust”, making complete 
atonement for us, and by the renewing power of 
the Holy Spirit cleanses our souls from sin, and 
gives the “new heart’’ to love and serve God. Sin- 
ners are thus made sons of God and heirs of 
— glory, all by what Christ did and suffered 
or us. 

Evangelism centers in Christ; what He has done 
for lost, guilty sinners by His cross, and commits 
to us the “ministry of reconciliation’, a me 


ssage 
of pardon, or renewal and eternal life; the “new | 


heart” which loves God, and seeks to lead men to 
trust the only Saviour from sin,—this is the Bible 
idea of Evangelism, as we understand it, and there 
is no other. 

Does not failure to keep in mind the all-im- 
portant meaning of evangelism account for the 
fact that large meetings may be held, and. promi- 


nent men may do much preaching—yet few souls 
are saved? The main point of all may have been 
left out—salvation from sin by the blood of 
Christ’s cross, and dependence on the power of the 
Spirit to impress the message! | 

As to faith and prayer,—are they not the means 
God has appointed to make the proclamation of 
God’s message to lost sinners, effectual? Christ 
said, “Believe!” Believe in Me as your Divine, 


_ Ever-living Saviour; and believe in your message, 


with all your heart! “If thou canst believe, all 
things are possible to him that believeth!’’ Then 
ask for the power of the Holy Spirit to impress 
the message on perishing souls. This power is dis- 
tinctly promised. “It shall be given you’’. ‘Ask, 
and ye shall receive.” “If ye then being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more shall your Heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?’’ 

Read the Book of Acts and see how the early 
Church continually believed and prayed over the 
upbuilding of Christ’s Kingdom by their personal 
testimony; and how the Lord greatly blessed their 
work. “And daily in the Temple and in every 
house (in the Homes) they ceased not to teach 
and to preach Jesus Christ’’. And the Lord added 
daily to the Church such as should be saved’’. “We 
will give ourselves continually to prayer and to 
the ministry of the Word’. And the number of 
the disciples multiplied greatly. Therefore they 
that were scattered abroad (by persecution) went 


everywhere preaching the Word.” And the hand 


of the Lord was with them, and a great number 
believed and turned to the Lord’”’. And the disciples 
were filled with joy and the Holy Ghost’’. And 


there was great joy in that city; “so mightily grew 


the Word of God, and prevailed’’. 3 
And so it shail be now; Christians giving God’s 
message of life to perishing souls, with constant 
faith and prayer, He will surely honor the work 
and save multitudes. To emphasize these thoughts 
is the aim and purpose of the World wide Re 
vival Prayer Movement. | 


*Dr. and Mrs. H. M. Woods are the directors of 
the Worldwide Revival Movement. 
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4 Evangelism-Hope Of The Present 
And Challenge Of The Future 


By Vernon W. Patterson* | 


One of the most alarming conditions emerging 
from the present world-wide upheaval is the gen- 
eral confusion of thought. High above the din of 
battle rises the clamor of many voices shouting 
various and conflicting opinions as to the cause 
and remedy of the world’s distress. As the proud 
works of man, which it has taken centuries to 
build, fall on all sides under the devastating strokes 
of war, many hastily conclude that all that has 
come out of the past has failed and must be dis- 


' earded. Even the foundation principles and customs 


upon which modern society is built must be thrown 
into the rubbish with the general carnage of war, 
and an entirely new beginning must be made upon 
radically different jphilosophies and ideas. ‘ 


Nor is this confusion of thought confined to the 
less cultured and discerning masses. It is especially 
apparent among the educational and even religious 
leaders. Many of these have already publicly gone 
on record as advocating the virtual overthrow of 
our basic principles of democracy and freedom and 


‘varying degrees of totalitarianism, socialism, and 


even the cardinal truths of Christian faith for 
infidelity. | 
In the midst of this chaotic mental and spiritual 


tempest, can the Christian find a clear and certain — 
light which he can follow with assurance? Can he 


find solid rock upon which he can stand without 
fear of sinking in the mire? There is the greatest 
need to think clearly and to get back to basic and 
foundational principles. 


This brings the Christian first of all to the facts 
of God and the Word of God. God is, and God 


8 


-has spoken. Here the Christian may take his stand 


with certainty. Here he must begin. For ‘“‘the fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”, and 
also “the beginning of knowledge’’. (Prov. 9:10,- 


1:7.) The majority of confused thinking finds its 


root at this point. It does not begin with God and 
His Word. It begins rather with man and man’s 
opinions. So starting with a false premise. it 
reaches a false conclusion. 


But as Christians, beginning with God and His 
Word, can we go much further? There are many 
interpretations of the Bible. What can we be sure 
of? Let us therefore leave details alone and seek 
those great guiding principles that are obvious to 
any who is willing. to let the plain words of Scrip- 


ture speak forth their clear meaning and intent. 


We may then be sure of two things: First, that 
whatever the outcome of this war, God will be 
glorified; and second, that God’s purpose will be 


fulfilled. For notwithstanding the present insecurity 
of all things human before the apparently irre- 


sistable forces of arrogant wickedness and evil, let 
us never forget that “‘the heavens do rule’”’. (Dan. 
4:26.) It is still true that “the most High ruleth 
in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomso- 
ever he will’. (Dan. 4:25.) “He doeth according 
to his will in the army of heaven, and among the 


inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his 


hand or say unto him, What doest. thou?”. (Dan. 


4:35.) His word: and promise will never fail, but 


will stand forever. Our Lord has said, “Heaven and 
earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass 
away”. (Lu. 21:33.) “God is not a man, that he 
should Jie; neither the son of man, that he should 


- repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or 


hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?”. 
(Num. 23:19.) | 

We are now ready to go a step further. God’s 
purpose will be fulfilled, but can we know what 
that purpose is? Did our Lord give any instructions 
as to this before He left his questioning disciples? 
Did Het not tell his apostles as representative 
leaders of His church, “Ye shall be witnesses unto 
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth’? 
(Acts 1:8.) Later when the church was much dis- 
turbed by the admission of Gentiles, James, the 
leader of the first church council in delivering the 
decision, said, “Simeon hath declared how God at 
the first did visit the Gentiles (nations), to take 


' out of them a people for His name. And to this 


agree the words of the prophets, as it is written, 
after this I will return . . .” Here then is God’s 
purpose: By sending out His people to witness to 
Christ unto the uttermost part of the earth, He is 
calling out from among the nations a people for 
His name. When this work is completed, Christ 
will return. 


This is the task that God is now working out. 
This is the purpose He will fulfill. Notwithstanding 
war and destruction, or the opposition of man or 
Satan, or even the failure of His church, He will 
not: fail: For “the counsel of the Lord standeth 
forever, the thoughts of his heart to all genera- 
tions.” (Psa. 33:11.) He “‘worketh all things after 
the counsel of his own will.”’ (Eph. 1:11.) 


Let us be perfectly clear as to this purpose. It 
is by witnessing to Christ, to call out from all na- 
tions a people for God. It is not humanizing, social- 
izing, or civilizing the world. It is not “re-making 
the world order’. It is not even Christianizing the 
world. It is evangelizing the world until the body 
of Christ is complete. Its essence is evangelism. 

But with the disordered state of present affairs 
and the uncertainty of the future, is this a time 
for aggressive evangelism? What place does it hold 
in the present turbulent world situation?- From 
the practical viewpoint, what should be the Chris- 
tian’s chief emphasis? 

It is true that no one knows just what lies 
ahead, but the possibilities may be reduced to . 


_ three major alternatives which our country faces. 


First, the Lord may come. This is the ardent 
hope of thousands. Indeed, it has been the hope of 
the church since the little band of disciples, look- 
ing up’ into heaven, after the ascension, were told 
by the angel, “This same Jesus, which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as you have seen him go into heaven’. 
(Acts 1:11.) The hope of the personal return of 
the Lord has always been held as a cardinal 
doctrine by all evangelical churches. 

William Cullen Bryant has beautifully expressed 
this hope in these .words: 
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Lo! in the clouds of heaven appears 
God’s well-beloved Son. 

He brings a train of brighter years, 
His kingdom is begun. 

He comes a guilty world to bless 

With mercy, truth, and righteousness. 


O Father! haste the promised hour, 
When at his feet shall lie 

All rule, authority, and power, 

- Beneath the ample sky; 

When he shall reign from pole to pole, 

The Lord of every human soul. 


But is this the time of His coming? Does the 
present darkness indicate that daybreak is at hand, 
that the Morning Star is about to appear? Many 
hope so, but God has kept the time in his secret 
counsels and has warned against date setting. 
“Tt is not for you to know the times or seasons, 
which the Father hath put in his own power,” our 
Lord told the apostles just before ascending into 
heaven. (Acts 1:7.) 


But if this should be the time, what should the 
Christian do? The answer is clear. Witness, evan- 
gelize, get the gospel out to the ends of the earth 
by every means possible. What could better please 
the Lord than to find His servant busy fulfilling 
His commission? This hope has always been a 
powerful inspiration to evangelism. 


The very fact, however, that the Lord has not 
yet come indicates that up to the present His pur- 
pose has not been completed. The completed body 
of believers is seen in Revelation as the enthroned 
elders. Notice whence they come. They sing “.. . 
Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by 
thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue and 
people and nation.”” (Rev. 5:9.) Some peoples and 
nations have not yet been reached. Indeed it is 
estimated that there are now from seven hundred 
million to a thousand million souls on earth who 
have not yet heard that Jesus died for their sins. 
His work is not yet done. We are told, “Ye have 
need of patience, that, after ye have done the will 
of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a 
little while, and he that shall come, will come, 


and will not tarry.” (Heb. 10:36,37.) When “the © 
will of God” is done, there will be no tarrying. — 


Then let all who “love his appearing” be busy 
witnessing to Him and getting His glorious gos- 
pel out to the ends of the earth. Let Him find 
them busy doing His will. As the chorus puts it, 
let us be able to say, 


“When He calls me 

He can find me, 

I’ll be somewhere 
A’working for my Lord’’. 


The second great alternative before us is this: 
The Lord may remove our lamp. 


_ In writing to His church at Ephesus, He warns, 
“. . . Thou hast left thy first love. Remember 
therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
and do the first works; or else I will come unto 
thee quickly and will remove thy candlestick out 
of his place, except thou repent.” (Rev. 3:4,5.) 
The mute ruins of ancient Ephesus have long 
borne mournful testimony to the removal of her 
lamp. Her shining light has passed to others, and 
— in turn have sent their missionaries back to 
_ This has been. the experience of history. If 
those entrusted with God’s light fail, He moves 


on to others. His purpose shall not fail. He wij 
not be defeated. | 

Isaiah cried out to Israel, “Ye are my witness 
saith the Lord, that I am God.” (Isa. 43:12.) But 
Israel failed. Now He says to the church, mainly 
Gentiles, ““Ye are my witnesses.” Acts 1:8, R. V.) 
Israel as the natural branches of the ‘olive tree of 
God’s covenant relationship have been broken off 
through unbelief, and the Gentile wild olive 
branches have been grafted in. But we are warned, 
“Be not highminded, but fear; For if God spared 
not the natural branches, take heed lest he also 
spare not thee.” (Rom. 11:20,21.) 

On this principle, the lamp of testimony has 
been moved from place to place, as one after an- 
other has failed. Trace the course of history from 
Jerusalem to Antioch, to Ephesus, to Rome, to 
Constantinople, to Germany, to the Netherlands, 
and to England, Scotland, and the United States, 
If God spared not the natural branches, will He 
spare us? If He has removed the lamp of one after 
another of the great nations of the past, will He 
let our light continue to be smothered under the 
bushel of materialism, worldly pleasure, greed, and 
even open apostasy from the faith? 

It is said that Minister Wang of China, after 
visiting the leading nations of the world, declared 
that it was his conviction that today the most 
Christian government in the world is China. What 
noble examples of devout Christian faith are 
found in Generalissimo and Madame Chiang 
Kai-shek and their leading officials! Is it possible 
that God may remove America’s lamp to China, 
and in later years China will be sending mission- 
aries back to us? | 

In past centuries, we have seen God allow bar- 
barian hordes to overrun so-called Christian na- 
tions, who were failing in their witness to Him. 


‘In more recent years, we have seen Germany, who 


once, as the cradle of the Reformation, boldly held 
aloft the light of God’s grace and grew great in 
its brightness, turn from that light and become 
barbarian in heart. As in former days, Attila, the 
Hun, “The Scourge of God,” was used to chasten 
unfaithful, nominally Christian nations, so now 
Germany has been allowed to bring low many na- 
tions. Will God spare us, though He has not 
spared them? We too have been unfaithful and 
very wicked in His sight. ee 

On the other side of the world, like Ghengis 


Kahn of old, pagan Japan, whom we failed to 


evangelize properly, is spreading devastation and 
death and menacing our own shores. Will God 
allow us to escape, if we continue on in our law- 


_jlessness and disregard of Him? 


But our danger is not confined to the possible 
loss of the war and the overrunning of our land 
by these antichristian and pagan powers. We may 
win the war and still have our democracy with its 
guarantees of religious freedom taken from us by 
an internal upsurge of the forces of totalitarianism 
and socialism. There are now powerful forces in 
political, educational,: and ecclesiastical circles 
aggressively and openly at work to bring in after 
this war internationalism, totalitarianism, and 
socialism, which will completely destroy our de- 
mocracy. There is no secret about this. The public 
press is full of it. Radical elements are already 
largely in control of labor and are exercising un- 
warranted influence and power in our national 
policies. Let us not deceive ourselves. We are 
in _ gravest danger both from without and from 
within. 

But we are not without hope. There is one 
hope left. It is the old, old hope, Jt is the gospel 
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of Jesus Christ. In that blessed story of the 
Saviour Who died for sin and rose again for 
justification is found the most. powerful force 
ever loosed among men. It surpasses all natural 


~ power; it is supernatural. The root of all human 


ills is sin. And only the gospel of Christ can up- 
root sin. Only the gospel can change the wicked 
cesspool of man’s heart and make the fountain at 


jts source pure. | 
Let us not forget that totalitarianism and radical 


socialism, even though presented to us now by re- 
ligious hands, are essentially antagonistic to 
Christianity, and Christianity is antagonistic to 
them. The two systems are mutually destructive 
in their very natures. Therefore all governments 
of the totalitarian or radical socialistic type 
eventually become anti-God and atheistic. The one 
sure antidote to this sort of political philosophy is 
the preaching of Christ and the cross. 

Again in the social relationships of man, the 
conflicts of capital and labor, the problems of 
poverty, injustice, immorality, of crime and law- 
lessness, the one solution -is the gospel of Christ. 
For the cause of all these evils is sin, and the blood 
of Christ is the cure of sin. Social readjustments 
inevitably follow the preaching of the pure gospel, 
for men’s hearts are changed, and they then change 
their ways and surroundings. For every problem, 
individual and national, the grace of God in the 
gospel of Christ is the only and sufficient answer. 
As Julia H. Johnston has put it in her great hymn, 


‘Sin and despair like the sea waves cold, 
Threaten the soul with infinite loss; ; — 
Grace that is greater, yea, grace untold, 
Points to the Refuge, the Mighty Cross. 
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 
Grace that is greater than all our sin. 


Clearly then the hope of our country now is 
aggressive evangelism. Let the church of God 
awake and busy herself about her Lord’s business. 
If we would escape God’s chastening hand, let us 
hold aloft the gospel light faithfully in obedience 
to Him. If our nation is to be saved and our lamp 
of testimony is to remain in our hands, the gospel 
must be preaced in its power and purity with re- 
newed zeal and consecration. 

The third alternative facing us is a great for- 
ward movement to carry the gospel to the ends of 
the earth. 

Let us remember our starting point: whatever 
the outcome of this war, God will be glorified and 
His purpose fulfilled. How nearly completed God’s 
purpose is as His eye sees it, we canont say; but 
from man’s viewpoint, there remains much yet to 


be done. The gospel must go “to the -uttermost 


part of the earth” and “a people for His name” 
must be called “out of every kindred, and tongue, 


and people, and nation.”’ 
War conditions make the prospect of accomplish- 


ing this seem at first glance very dismal, but it is 
written of the God we serve, “Surely the wrath of 
man shall praise thee; the remainder of wrath shall 
thou restrain.” (Psa. 76:10.) With full confidence 
In Our great ‘Saviour’s power to accomplish His 


purpose, look through the miasmic mists of war, 


and already there can be seen the foundations 

iy laid for the greatest missionary opportunity 
e age. 

N ew roads through hitherto inaccessible regions 

are being built. Take for example the road being 


opened from China to India through Tibet and. 
Nepal, countries heretofore closed to missionaries. 
Hundreds, probably thousands, of new air bases 


spondingly 


and landing fields will be built. This will open the 
way for evangelizing by airplane, where this was © 


. before impossible. Great improvements are being 


made in airplanes, so that after the war, the ends 


of the earth can be reached in a few hours. Other 


means of travel and transportation will corre- 
be improved. Communication systems 
will not lag behind. Telegraph, telephone, and 
wireless systems will cover the world far more 
completely than now and with better equipment. 
Radio will undoubtedly be vastly improved both 
as to broadcasting and reception with sets priced 
so low as to be accessible to even the poor masses 
of heathen nations. 

Many of these things will be done for military 
reasons, but after the war, they will be open to 
commercial use, and if the church is alert, to the 
dissemination of the gospel. 

In addition to all of this, the war is bringing 
about an intermingling of races to a greater ex- 
tent than ever before. Racial and linguistic barriers 
are being broken down. Millions, who never before 
came in contact with the so-called Christian na- 
tions, will be brought in touch with them. This 
will be especially true in the reconstruction period 


following the war. If our country is victorious, 


she will become probably the great supply-house of 
the world and be in a position to be the benefactor 
of the stricken nations. What an opportunity all 
of this will offer to shew the love and grace of 
Christ to the benighted and distressed peoples, for 
whom He died! ee 


This is the challenge of the future. If victory 
does come—and we earnestly pray it may—, and 
with it such an unparalleled evangelistic oppor- 
tunity, will the church be ready? God grant that 
she may! Let her begin her preparation now. Let 
her humble herself before the Lord in confession 
and consecration. In so doing, she will not only get 
herself ready for her glorious opportunity, but 
will help bring it about by increasing. the hope of 
victory. For our confidence must lie not in ma- 
terial resources and men and armaments, but in 
the blessing of God. He is our defence. “Some 
trust in Chariots, and some in horses; but we will 
remember the name of the Lord our God.” (Psa. 
20:7.) And He has made clear the condition of 
His blessing: “If my people, which are called by 
my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive 
a) and will heal their land.” (II. Chron. 

The Christian can be sure of his way and move 
forward with certainty. His duty is plain. The need | 


‘is clear. Evangelism is the answer to the world’s 


problems. Evangelism is the hope of the present 
and the challenge of the future. Whatever lies 
ahead, whether the Lord’s coming, the chastening 
hand of God, or victory with glorious opportunities, . 
the call is for evangelism. The message of the 
crucified and risen Christ is the one clear light in 
the darkness, the one authoritative voice, the: only © 
sure remedy. 

We as individual Christians cannot answer for 
our nation or for the church at large. But each 
one of us can and must face his own responsi- 
bility. The command and the challenge is to every 
Christian. No one is exempt. Let every one who 
now hears the call of His Saviour arotise himself 
and press forward to witness to His saving grace 
by every means at his disposal. Let him not wait 
for others. Let Christians awake, and with generous. 
giving of their material substance, by private 
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living and public testimony, in every ‘way God 
enables them, send forth the joyous message of 
Christ and salvation at home and abroad to the 


ends of the earth. Let them with steadfast faith . 


continue this until there comes a _ widespread 
awakening, until our nation is saved, our free- 
dom made secure, and still on until the great com- 


mission of our Lord is completed and His purpose 


fulfilled. 


*Member and Bible Teacher of First Presby- 
terian Church, Charlotte, N. C. State President of 
the Business Men’s Evangelistic Clubs of North 
Carolina. 


Andrew Jackson’s Epitaph 


The Christian faith of Andrew Jackson was 
truly manifested when he wrote this for his own 
epitaph: “I have prepared an humble depository 
for my mortal body beside that wherein lies my 
beloved wife, where, without any pomp or pa- 
rade, I have requested, when my God calls me io 


sleep with my fathers, to be laid; for both of us 


there to remain until the last. trump sounds to 
call the dead to judgment, when we, I hope, shall 
rise together, clothed with that heavenly body 
promised to all who believe in our glorious Re- 
deemer who died for us that we might live, and 
by whose atonement I hope for a blessed im- 
mortality.”’ 


The 


This document is one of the most important 
ecclesiastical papers ever issued. It deserves the 
most careful study, and this must of necessity be 
rather lengthy if studied in an article such as this. 

It is thought by some that it merely raised 
some constitutional questions as to the powers of 
the General Assembly. It is true that this was 
raised by it, but only as the basis for a far more 
important “affirmation”. The General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., in reply 
to an overture from the Presbytery of Baltimore, 
in 1910, calling attention to the existence of doubts 
and denials of the faith of the Church, pronounced 
certain doctrines ‘‘essential’’. The Assembly of 1916 
repeated them and in 1923 the Assembly again 


declared them to be “essential’’ doctrines of the. 


Word of God and of the Standards. We quote them 
from the actions of that Assembly as its deliver- 
ance was followed by the Auburn Affirmation. 


1. It is an essential doctrine of the Word and 
of our Standards that the Holy Spirit did so in- 
spire, guide and move the writers of Holy Scrip- 
ture as to keep them from error. 


2. It is an essential doctrine of the Word of God 
and our Standards that the Lord Jesus Christ was 
born of the Virgin Mary. 

3. It is an essential doctrine of the Word of 
God and our Standards that Christ offered up 
“Himself a sacrifice to satisfy Divine justice and 
to reconcile us to God.”’ 

4, It is an essential doctrine of the Word of God 
and our Standards concerning the Lord Jesus 
Christ that on the third day he arose again from 


the dead, with the same body with which He 


suffered, with which He also ascended to heaven 
and there sitteth at the right hand of.His Father, 
making intercession for us. | 

5. It is an essential doctrine of the Word of God 
as the supreme standard of our faith that our 


Lord Jesus showed His power and love by working ~ 


mighty miracles. This working was not contrary 
to nature but superior to it. An affirmation which, 


on the title page, declares that it is designed to. 


safe-guard the unity and liberty of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U. S. A., was issued on May 
5, 1924. It. was signed by 1,283 ministers. 


In some preliminary notes the “Conference Com- : 


mittee” says that through their correspondence 
they had certain knowledge that there were hun- 


dreds of ministers agreeing with the approving of 


Auburn Affirmation 


By Rev. Daniel S. Gage, D.D.° 


the Affirmation who had refrained from signing 
it. They also in these notes declared that among 
the signers ‘were conservatives and liberals. 
“Differing as to certain theological interpretations, 
they are one in loyalty to our Church, to the 


' Kingdom_of God and in faith in our Lord and 


Saviour Jesus Christ.’”’ They said that these signa- 
tures constitute an appeal to the church “for a 
general adoption of this same spirit of mutual 
confidence and unity, for a recognition of the fact 
that our church is broad enough to include men 


honestly different in their interpretations of our 


common standards and yet loyal, servants of Jesus, 
and for a new consecration of the whole church 


‘to work for the world, in obedience to our Lord.” 


In the Affirmation, itself, it is, stated at the 
beginning that the signers ‘‘feel bound in view of 
certain actions of the General Assembly of 1923 
and of persistent attempts to divide the church and 
abridge its freedom, to express our convictions in 
matters pertaining thereto.’”’ They asserted that 
they accepted the Westminster Confession of 
Faith “as containing the system of doctrine taught 
in the Holy Scriptures”. Also, that they sincerely 
held and earnestly preached the doctrines of 
evangelical Christianity in agreement with the 
historic testimony of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States of America, “of which we are 
loyal members’’. “‘For the maintenance of the faith 
of our church, the preservation of its unity and 
the protection of the liberties of its ministers and 
people, we offer this Affirmation.’’ 

Let us first note the constitutional questions 
raised by the Affirmation. It was a matter of 
wide report that there was being preached in 
the First Presbyterian Church of New York, 
doctrines quite contrary to the Standards. The As- 
sembly ordered the Presbytery of New York to 
take steps to end this situation. The Affirmation 


holds that in so doing the Assembly went beyond 
its powers and handled the case unlawfully. But 


that by itself would not have made the Affirmation 
very important. But, more important, they held 
that the Assembly by declaring the above named 
Doctrines “essential parts’ of the Word of God 
and of the Standards and in enjoining Presbyteries 
not to ordain candidates who did not subscribe to 
all of them in the form in which the Assembly 
had stated them, was, in effect, creating a new 
Confession of Faith. That, also it had altered 
the Ordination vows of a minister which had asked 
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that -he accept the Standards as “containing the 
system of doctrine taugght in the Scriptures” and 
that this vow did not compel a minister to put on 


that system the interpretation which the Assembly 


had so specifically expressed. They held that if 
these doctrines in this form were to be made 
essential and belief in all of them required, it 
should have been done by action of the Presby- 
teries in the constitutional manner prescribed for 
alteration of the Constitution and Standards of the 
Church. This was, of course an important problem. 
It was never settled but, as the sequence shows, 
went by default. These are the constitutional ques- 
tions raised by the Affirmation. The remainder and 
by far the most important part, is devoted to a 


different problem. 


It will have been noted that the signers declared 
that among their reasons for issuing the document, 
was “the protection of the liberties of its ministers 
and people”. Also, that there had been persistent 
attempts made “to bridge its (the church’s) free- 


dom.” Of course this freedom was freedom of 


belief for no other kind of freedom is assailed by 
a Protestant Church, whose sanctions are limited 
to those of spiritual nature. And, it would be 
manifest -without further study, that the signers 
believed their freedom of belief had been assailed 
by the deliverances of the Assembly in declaring 


certain doctrines ‘“essential.”?’ And, without fur- 


ther study it would be clear that the signers did 
not believe these doctrines to be essential. But 
further study will be made. | 

The Document begins by saying: “By its laws 
and history, the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
safe-guards the liberty of thought and teaching 
of its ministers. At ordination they receive and 
adopt the Confession of Faith of this Church as 
containing the system of doctrine taught in the 
Holy Scripture. This the Church has always es- 
teemed a _ sufficient subscription. Manifestly, it 
does not require their assent to the very words of 
the Confession or to all its teachings or to inter- 
pretations of the Confession by .individuals or 
church courts.” “The Confession also expressly 
asserts the liberty of Christian believers and con- 
demns the submission of the mind or conscience 


to any human authority.’”’ Here they refer to the . 


Conf. XX, ii. 


The Affirmation then proceeds to state parts of : 


the history of the Church in which this freedom 
was asserted. In the act of adopting the West- 
minster Confession in 1729, the church stated, 
“there are truths and forms with respect to which 


men of good character and principles may differ. - 


And in all these they think it the duty both of pri- 
vate Christians and Societies, to exercise mutual 
forbearance toward each: other.” 


In the last century there arose in New England 
a theology widely different from the theology of 
the Puritans and from the Westminster Standards. 
Mighty men on both sides entered into the debates 


which then were held on the problems of the 


theology then discussed. The New School Theology 


was never formulated in a definite Creed but its 


essential difference concerned the relation of man- 
kind to Adam:—the imputation of his sin to man, 
the imputation of his guilt, being both denied by 


the New School. Different members of this school 


held different views on some matters,—especially 
as to why all men are sinful if no sin was inherited 
and if there is no “original sin’. Still the leaders 
of that day on both sides evidently did not take 
the words of the original Act of Adoption of 1729 
as understood by the Affirmation for they did not 


feel that these profound differences could be 
harmonized by “mutual forebearance” and in 1837 
and 18388 the Church divided into the Old and New 
School Assemblies. Four ninths of the Church went 
into the New School. And preceding this division, 
there had been several trials for heresy. 

Here, it should be said that the New School 
doctrines were almost if not wholly in the North- 


ern Synods. When the Southern Church withdrew 


it was from the Old School. The official theology 
of the Southern has been and is, Old School. 

But the affirmation goes on to say that after 
33 years of separation, the theological debates 
having died down, these two Assemblies, differing 
so profoundly in interpretation of the Scriptures 
and the Standards, re-union,—on the basis of the 
Standards, each recognizing the other as a sound 
and orthodox body. No attempt was made to 
harmonize their different theologies. Both could 
be freely preached in the re-united body. New 
theories are rarely thought to their ultimate con- 
clusion when first formulated. As far as I am 
aware, none of the New School at first denied 
the divinity of Jesus, the Vicarious Atonement, 
or the accuracy of the Bible. But, it should have 
been plain from the start, that the less man is a 
sinner, the less he needs a Saviour. And it should 
have been plain that if New School doctrines as to 
the original innocence of man,—the absence of 
original sin, that there was no imputation to man 


of either the sin or the guilt of Adam, were cor- 


rect, then man could save himself, and the in- 
evitable conclusion would be the loss of belief 


‘in the divinity of Christ, the Vicarious Atonement, 
Humanism, in general. 


And the Affirmationists were undoubtedly right 


does show that what is said in one of the intro- 
ductory paragraphs is correct,—that they were 
appealing to the Church “for a recognition of the 
fact that our Church is broad enough to include 
men honestly differing in their interpretation of 
our common standards, and yet loyal servants of 
Jesus Christ.” For since that union of 1870, there 
has been two wholly different theologies preached 
in the Church U. S. A., so different that it is im- 
possible to reconcile them, and those differences 
do not’ concern minor matters, but are at the very 
foundation of the whole system of doctrine. That 


in asserting that the history of the Church ‘at 


‘the Church, U.S.A. has been an “inclusive” church 


since then cannot be doubted. 
The Affirmation then goes on to cite in support 
of their contention as to the fact that the whole 
history of the church is one of recognition of 
differing interpretations, the fact that in 1906, the 
church united with the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church. “The union was opposed on the ground . 
that the two churches were not one in doctrine, 
yet it was consummated. Thus did our church once 
more exemplify its historical policy of accepting 
theological differences within its bounds and 
subordinating them to recognized loyalty to Jesus 
Christ and united work for the kingdom of God.” 
Next, the Affirmation definitely denies that any 
Council has power to settle any controversies of 
religion. It quotes the words of the Confession that 
“the Supreme Guide .... can be no other but 
the Holy Spirit speaking in the Scripture’. “‘Ac- 
cordingly our Church has held that the supreme 
guide in the interpretation of the Scriptures 
is ... the Spirit of God speaking to the Christian 
‘believer.”? The omitted words refer tothe contrary 


‘doctrine of the Roman Catholics, and do not in 


‘any way alter the meaning of the Affirmation as 


‘the Supreme Guide and Judge. 
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_. But the Affirmation next: challenges the declara- 


tion of the Assembly in its first “essential doctrine”’ 
that the writers of the Scriptures were kept free 
from error. It asserts that the Confession does not 


make this statement,—that it is net to be found 
‘in the Apostles’ or Nicene Creeds, hor, in any of 


the great Reformation Confessions, an d that 
the General Assembly of 1923 in so asserting, 


“spoke without warrant of the Scriptures or the 


Confession of Faith. We hold rather to the words 


of the Confession of Faith, that the Scriptures ‘are 


given by inspiration of God to be the whole rule 
of faith and life”’. 


_ Next, the Affirmation refers to the expression 
‘of the General Assembly of 1923, that five doc- 


trinal statements were “essential doctrines of 


tthe Word of God and our Standards.” It declares 
that on the constitutional grounds they have be- 


fore described, ‘““we are opposed to any and all 


attempts to elevate these five doctrinal statements 


or any of them, to the position of tests for ordina- 


tion or good standing in our church’. The plain 
meaning of this is that a minister may deny any 
‘or all of them and still be in good standing in the 
church. He may deny the inerrancy of Scripture, 


the Virgin Birth, the Vicarious Atonement, the 
Bodily Resurrection and the working of Miracles 
and be in good standing as to his faith and preach- 


ing. 
Next, the Affirmation adds:—“Furthermore, this 


opinion of the General Assembly tends to commit 
our church to certain theories concerning the 
inspiration of the Bible, and the Incarnation, the 


Astonement, the Resurrection and the Continuing 
Life and Supernatural Power of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”’ It will have been noted that in making 


the declaration that these doctrines were essential, 


the Assembly used the verbatim words of the 


Standards except as: to the Miracles. But the 


Affirmation holds that these words merely express 
certain theories as to these five doctrines. In their 
place, the signers next say—and this is important, 
‘“‘We all hold most earnestly to these great facts 
and doctrines’, (here we call careful attention to 


the following quotation as it contains the heart 


of the Affirmation)—‘“we all believe from our 


‘hearts that the writers of the Bible were inspired 
‘of God: that Jesus Christ was God manifest in 


the flesh; that God was in Christ reconciling the 


world unto Himself and through Him we have our 


redemption; that having died for our sins He 


rose from the dead and is our ever-living Saviour; 
‘that in His earthly ministry He wrought many 


mighty works and by His vicarious death and un- 


failing presence He is able to save to the utter- 


mont.” The above is printed with emphasis, heavy 
type, in the Affirmation. It would sound well if 


' it were not for what follows. “Some of us regard 
‘the particular theories contained in the deliverance 


of the General Assembly of 1923 as satisfactory 
explanations of these facts and doctrines. But we 
are united in believing that these are not the only 
theories allowed by the Scriptures and Standards 
as explanations of these facts and doctrines of 


-our religion and that all who hold to these facts 


and doctrines, whatever theories they may em- 
ploy to explain them are worthy of all ‘confidence 
and fellowship’’. 

Next is added: “We do not desire liberty to go 
beyond the teachings of evangelical Christianity. 
But we maintain that it is our constitutional 
right and Christian duty within these limits to 
exercise liberty of thought and teaching that we 
may more effectively preach the Gospel of Jesus 


‘Christ, the Saviour of the world.” The Affirmation 


18 E SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


closes with a paragraph which deplores the evidence — 
of division in the church, and appeals to all to 


preserve the unity and freedom of the Church. 
It will be noted that:in the above statement 
of the facts and doctrines which all hold, it js 
admitted that the Biblical writers were inspired 
but they decline to believe that they were kept by 
the Spirit free from error. They believe God was 
in Christ, but not by the Virgin Birth. Nor was 
Jesus Christ necessarily then truly God and Man 
with two distinct natures and one person. That 
Jesus did rise from the dead but they decline 
to hold that it must have been by the resurrection 
of the body with which he was buried. That He did 
many mighty works but they decline to hold that 


they must have been genuine miracles. That His 
death was vicarious and yet the Atonement was 


not necessarily of such nature. In other words, 


all these views in the Confession reasserted by 


the Assembly are but theories for explanation of 
the above facts. Other theories are possible ac- 
cording to the Affirmation. One who denies all 
the above theories as expressed in the Confession 
could hold other theories and still be in good and 
regular standing and worthy of all confidence and 
fellowship. 


How different might be the theologies preached 
in church in which all these theories might be 
believed by some and denied by others would be 
hard to say. Is it unfair to say that almost any 
doctrine short of denial of Jesus as Lord and 
Saviour could be preached? Almost any doctrine 
as to the reliability of Scripture, as to the person 
and nature of Christ,—as to the nature of His 
atonement,—as to His resurrection,—as to his life 
on earth as far as miracles are concerned. Could 
not ALL miracles be denied? Could it not be held 
that Jesus was but a man in whom God manifested 
Himself? Could not one hold other theories as to 
the appearance of Christ in the upper room than 
that He actually appeared in the Body? And so 
with other ‘appearances? Of course he could,— 
if the statements of the Assembly which quotes 
the words of the Confession are but theories and 


_ other theories are possible. 


The singers of the Affirmation declared that 
they had the constitutional right to preach other 


theories. And this was granted by the -fact that 


the Committee of the Assembly of 1924 to which 
the Affirmation was referred recommended that 
no action be taken. Therefore, men of liberal 
views, of conservative views,—holding the Old 
School doctrines as to the sinfulness of man 
and those of the New School denying it, and there- 
fore not so needing a Saviour as if he were 
“dead in trespasses and sin’’,—those of Arminian 
theology as found in the Cumberland Church, and 
those of strict Calvinism; and other views which 
may be held are all in the one Church. 

The constitutional power of the Assembly to 
declare certain ‘theories’ as the Affirmationists 
called them, of the. Facts of Christianity to be 
essential, was never brought to the test/ It was 
never sent to the Presbyteries. The Church de- 
cided to preserve outward ecclesiastical unity by 
permitting any private interpretation to be put 
on all the facts of Christianity. In their statement 
as to the Supreme Guide of doctrine these words 
are used, “accordingly our church has held that 
the supreme guide in the interpretations of the 
Scriptures is not, as with Roman Catholics, eccles!- 
astical authority, but the Spirit of God speaking 


_ to the Christian believer’. Any believer therefore 


has the right to hold his interpretations of all the 


facts of the Christian life, Certainly, this is true. 
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But whether any believer has the right to preach 
his private interpretations and remain in a par- 
ticular church, is not necessarily the case. Two 
courses are manifestly open to all organized 
churches. They may decide to permit any and all 
interpretations and thus preserve outward unity by 
permitting inward diversity. 

The Affirmationists declared that they did not 
desire to go beyond the bounds of evangelical 
Christianity. But any one could freely determine 
for himself what these bounds were, decide for 
himself what evangelical Christianity is, and they 
claimed and received this right. On the other 
hand, any Church can, if it choose, decide that 
it wishes real unity of belief, and a consistent 
unified message in its bounds,— it may if it choose, 
decide what is the “Gospel”? and what as Paul 
says, are “not even other gospels for they are no 
Gospel at all’. Outward unity at the price of in- 
ward diversity,—or real unity both outward and 
inward,—a declaration as to what is the true 
“Gospel”? and the permission of any doctrine as to 
the Gospel,—these are apparently the lines which 
Churches must’ choose: Our Church so far has 
chosen to try.to preserve both inward and out- 
ward unity. We must pay the price if we give up 


our real inward unity. 

This study is written to call the attention of 
our Southern Church to the situation should there 
come organic union between the two Assemblies. 
We would enter a body far larger than ours in 
which all the above doctrines could be preached, 
and, of course, then, they could be preached in 
any part of our now Southern Church. That this 
amounts to removing almost all doctrinal standards 
needs for proof only that the Affirmation be 
studied. For note the paragraph introductory of 
the Affirmation to which reference was made 
near the beginning of this article,—that the Af- 
firmation is an appeal for the recognition of the 
fact that our church is broad enough to include 
men differing in their interpretation of our com- 
mon Standards.” It is the Interpretation which 
a man puts on words,—not the words, themselves, 
which determines his beliefs. Differing interpre- 


tations may mean differing and even mutually 


exclusive theologies. Organic union would be but 
outward, while there would not and could not be 
any real inner unity. | 

4 
*Professor of Philosophy and Bible, Westminster 
College, Fulton, Mo. 


BOOK REVIEWS. 


Child’s Story Bible 


By Catherine F. Vos 


Published By Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co. 


Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.00. 


Discriminating parents desiring the very best 
Child’s Story Bible in print will not fail to pur- 
chase this incomparable volume. Every feature of 
it is appealing—its high quality paper, excellent 
type, and fascinating pictures. But of more sig- 
nificance than these external qualities are the 
spiritual and intellectual values found in it. 


Mrs. Vos knows the Bible, knows children, and 
knows how to impart her knowledge clearly, re- 
verently, and beautifully. These are great thoughts 
and insights in this book for children and greatly 
expressed. These great thoughts will be a delight 
to the junior members of our households, and re- 
freshing to the parent that reads it to the little 
ones not yet able to read. This book will open 
many new doors of beauty and wholesome interest 
to young minds. 

Your reviewer feels that in recommending this 
new book for children to Southern Presbyterian 
homes, he will be rendering a Christian service if 
parents will purchase this volume at once, and 
read it to their boys and girls. It will fan their 
intelligence and piety. It will impart spiritual life. 
They will feel the presence of God in it.—J.R.R. 


Systematic Theology 


By Professor Louis Berkhof 


Published By Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $7.50. | 


President Berkhof has given us a new revised 
and enlarged edition of systematic theology in one 
volume. It is:a masterly summary of pure Re- 


formed theology. All who still believe that’ the- 
ology is the queen of the sciences will find this 
work exhilarating reading. Such a treatise as this 


has been needed for several decades. It will be 


highly appreciated by Southern Presbyterians. It 
will appeal to all who have studied Hodge, Thorn- 
well and Dabney with profit, but feel the need of 
something more recent, covering modern trends 
and movements in theological thought. If the aim 
of theology is to lead men to know God and Jesus 


Christ whom He has sent into the world aright, so 


that by this knowledge men might have eternal 
life, then the author has succeeded. 


Dr. Berkhof is a high Calvinist and a lover of 
sound doctrine that produces and moulds Chris- 


tian Character and Conduct. His outlook upon the > 


Bible and its absolute authority, is in harmony 
with the teachings of our Westminster Standards. 
This volume shows the unity of thought and faith 
existing between the Christian Reformed Church 
and our Southern Presbyterian Church. This fact 
also explains why the young men in our Army 
Camps, belonging to the Christian Reformed 


Church, are drawn to our Southern Presbyterian 
Churches located in army towns. 


A great preacher once said to a group of di- 
vinity students: “Thicken your exhortations with 
doctrine.” This advice is needed today. No preacher 
can read carefully this great contribution of 


_ Dr. Berkhof and preach thin sermons. The thoughts 


here will give substance to our messages. The con- 
eregation that is fortunate enough to feed upon 
such messages is bound to grow. How helpful it is 
to be reminded in a day where humanism has col- 
ored much of our thinking, that man is unable to 
raise and redeem himself, and is lost without the 
Work of God’s sufficient and redeeming Grace in 
his heart! —J.R.R.. 
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